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r ’'’ r ’ , . j He acted as a warlord in his f a „ if j 

; domain of Da Nang and Hue, j.v/t '"'D'o gl. VitO^MWV 
sometimes refusing to recognize j 
•l orders from Saigon and dismiss- 

ing civilian officials appointed 
; ,by tlie central government. 
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j. THE HONOLULU conference 
] aggrandized Premier Ky and, 
.observers think, deepened the 
'rivalry of Gen. Thi's part. 

■'When Ky went to Da Nang 
: after the Honolulu meeting for a 
; conference with leaders there,- 
iThi is said to have made scom- 
'’*1 ful remarks such as, "We don’t 
have to listen to the little man 
illb i ! with the moustache from Sai- 

! soh." 

The Honolulu meeting is 
thought to have given Ky the 
impression that he was strong, 
enough to dispose of Thi at last. - 
At the American Embassy, the 
■ . j political section, is understood to „ 

Calculated Ri.sk,! Lave advised [ Lodge that the : 

• i ouster could be handled without - 
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.... j nists were responsible for part i 
,| of the trouble with Thi, a view 
j not widely shared. 

. n ,J 

AMBASSADOR HEN.RY CABOT LODGE is being blamed fo ™ in as m6 4ber of 4 
a serious political blunder that eet off the current political ^ -directory.” • 

Th<^""ro!ognia^’ TO ** adVise 

stances. Antigovernment; demon- popular leader, a The ^ 


By RICHARD DUDMAN 

A Staff Correspondent of the Post-Dispatch 


strations already had 


T'Tcommaiktor and a figure.' ablet The tyd men had a long dfej-f 
been) the respeot o£ the strong, ^saon m which Lodge is said 

I planned, and this ouster mere-!^ ddhfet organization centered! to have gone over the »dvan-^ 

;* 23-t2SSSL*S( 

I „,e. Al„. Premia »».! S his TOI i, \ 

%Vliat went unrecognized was ( 
that the Buddhist leaders could, j 
use the move as an occasion for , 
demonstrations against the mili* j 
’ ta,ry government. ■] 

More important, Thi was re- 


cuse. Also, rveimoi , - . ... 

Cao Ky is saidto have done thej acting m accordance with h» 

job ineptly, sending Thi back toj e IC * 


, When others were merely talk- 1 
j ing against the dictatorship of' 

I Ngo Dinh Diem in 1960, Thi 1 
lead 'an attempted coup. He fled 1 

to Cambodia when Diem out-: • - . 

1 maneuvered the rebel 'forces.: gar'ded as an individual trouble- i 
TM 'remained, in exile three, maker rather than a popular , 
, y Cars> j figure expressing resentment of ,< 

! ■ ■ ! . his entire region against the j 

i TO SOME, Thi seemed to be a government in Saigon. The feel- * 
potential Ramon Magsaysay, the 1 j n .g had been growing that the ] 
' ■ LODGE, like his predecessor,! magnetic ..Filipino who led his. ( First Corps was doing most of '; 1 

-Gen Maxwell D. Taylor, bad; country to victory over the Huk- 
Gen. Maxwell ^ y^ ^j ba , laha .p insurgency. Most rec 


i his stronghold in Hue instead of 1 
f putting him out of action, 

!, . Nonetheless, Lodge acquiesced 
i in a calculated risk that turned 
; out to have been badly mis- 
-. calculated. 

j , ' The facts are these, sources 
i'.,here report: 


little use for 


i ognized, however, that Thi nevev 


, j U^UiicU) in/Hcru, 

sidered him to be overly am-i wou ] d be acceptable to Catholics , 
bitious and a troublemaker, j or southerners in' faction-ridden] 
A different view of the young; South Viet Nam. ' 

“ * rjif-s jsrs mZ z?js 1 

icans who had watched him at impulsive. Last year Thi threw 
range at his headquar- ^ rce y ict c on g prisoners out -of 
ters in Da Nang as commander helicopter when they resisted 
of the Viet Namese First Corps interrogation. He often gestures 
, and at his home at with, appointed forefinger and 


the fighting and paying heavy 
taxes, yet was being treated 
like a stepchild by Saigon. 


SOME OBSERVERS, point out ] 
that the South Viet Namese 
more than the Americans should j 
have been aware of the regional ‘ 

icans who had watched him at ! immTlst've.' Last year Thi threw : *P«t* animosities. .•* 

closer range at his headquar- ^ Vict Cong prisoners out -of 1 Now aTOlher general from the] 
' same region, Ton That Dinh, j 

has been named First Corps 1 
commander, apparently, with j 
.concurrence of the Buddhist /| 
' . leaders, 

j--, Thi no longer is an issue, bu 
i the political- crisis touched of 
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! strong, with no; end in sight. 


